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SUBJECT DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER PANGUENE APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO 
PORTUGAL 

1 . LOCAL DAILY NOTICIAS ANNOUNCED THAT DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER ARMANDO ALEXANDRE PANGUENE HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
MOZAMBIQUE'S AMBASSADOR TO PORTUGAL. ARTICLE NOTES THAT 
PRELIMINARIES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND A PRESENTATION OF 
CREDENTIALS IS EXPECTED SHORTLY. A NEW PORTUGUESE 
AMBASSADOR TO MOZAMBIQUE IS ALSO EXPECTED SHORTLY. 

2. COMMENT: PANGUENE WAS BORN ON 19 DECEMBER 1942 IN 
MARRACUENE, MOZAMBIQUE. HE JOINED FRELIMO IN 1964 AND 
SERVED AS FRELIMO REPRESENTATIVE TO EGYPT AND ROMANIA 
DURING THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE. DURING THE TRANSITIONAL 
GOVERNMENT HE SERVED AS A MEMBER OF THE MIXED MILITARY 
COMMISSION AND AS GOVERNOR OF NAMPULA PROVINCE. HE WAS 
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APPOINTED DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER IN JULY 1975. HE IS A 
MEMBER OF THE FRELIMO CENTRAL COMMITTEE. HE HAS BEEN TO 
PORTUGAL AT LEAST ONCE DURING THE PAST YEAR TO ATTEND A 
GATHERING OF THE PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY ON BEHALF OF 
FRELIMO. HE HAS BEEN ASSESSED AS INTELLIGENT AND AN 
ABLE ADMINISTRATOR, BUT WITH NO REAL POLITICAL BASE. HE IS 
SAID TO HAVE A QUICK TEMPER AND WAS AT ONE TIME REGARDED 
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AS A PROTEGE OF THE LATE EDUARDO MONDLANE. HE SPEAKS 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH. 

3. IN DEALINGS WITH THE EMBASSY, PANGUENE HAS BEEN HELPFUL 
IN ARRANGING MEETINGS FOR THE AMBASSADOR WITH PRESIDENT 
MACHEL AND IN MEETING HIMSELF WITH VISITING AMERICANS 

(E.G. GOVERNOR SCRANTON, SENATOR PERCY, CONGRESSMAN DIGGS), 
BUT HE HAS NOT BEEN FORTHCOMING WITH INFORMATION. HE HAS 
ALSO BEEN RELUCTANT TO EXPRESS THE GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS ON 
POLICY ISSUES, PREFERRING TO LISTEN AND ASK QUESTIONS. HE 
APPEARS TO HAVE THE CONFIDENCE OF MACHEL AND HAS ACCOMPANIED 
THE PRESIDENT TO MANY OF THE MEETINGS OF FRONT LINE PRESI- 
DENTS. HE IS WELL INFORMED ON THE LATEST US-UK INITIATIVE 
ON ZIMBABWE AND ON THE CURRENT TALKS WE ARE HAVING WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA ON NAMIBIA. 

4. THE APPOINTMENT OF PANGUENE COMES AS A SURPRISE TO 
US. PREVIOUSLY IT WAS WIDELY THOUGHT THAT THE LISBON 
POSITION WOULD GO TO LUIS BERNARDO HONWANA. PANGUENE, 

DURING THE PERIOD OF CHISSANO'S DISFAVOR LAST YEAR, WAS 
CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE BEING GROOMED TO TAKE OVER AS 
FOREIGN MINISTER. CHISSANO'S REHABILITATION MAY HAVE 
PUT A STOP TO THAT. WE UNDERSTAND THERE IS NO GREAT 
AFFECTION BETWEEN PANGUENE AND CHISSANO. PANGUENE IS A 
LOGICAL CHOICE FOR THE DELICATE LISBON POSITION, BUT IT 
REMOVES HIM FROM THE LOCAL SCENE AND AS SUCH MAY BE SOME- 
THING OF A DEMOTION. 

DE PRF.F. 
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